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Polish Sea Areas

EEZ ï22634 km2 E; TS ï8682 km2; ISW ï1991 km2



BASICS

Maritime Administration in Poland

responsible for spatial planning

MINISTER OF INFRASTRUCTURE
(minister responsible 
for maritime  economy)

3 MARITIME OFFICES

Gdynia
Sğupsk

Szczecin

National level

Regional level

3



Main Legal Basis

Å Act on Sea Areas of the Republic of Poland and Maritime 

Administration (1991, MSP through amendment in 2003)

Å Act on Spatial Planning and Management (2003)

Å Water Law (2001)

Å Act on Protection of Environment (2001)

Å Act on Nature Conservation (2004)

Å Act on Access to Information on Environment and its Protection, 

Public Participation in Protection of Environment, and on 

Environmental Impact Assessments (2008)



Main legal solutions

Å Within territorial sea and internal sea waters, the State is the sole 

owner of sea areas (soil beneath seafloor, seafloor, water column, air 

above)

Å Draft plans developed by Directors of Maritime Offices

Å Draft plans for territorial sea and int. sea waters must obtain 

agreement of neighbouring coastal communes

Å SEA required

Å Plan accepted and published as Ministerial Order by the Minister 

responsible for matters of building , spatial management and housing 

in agreement with the Minister responsible for maritime matters,  after 

obtaining agreement of ministers of agriculture, national defence, 

environment, internal affairs



Main legal solutions (cont.)

Plans to decide on:

Å assignment of the internal sea areas, territorial sea and the EEZ

Å prohibitions and limitations on the use of areas covered by the plan, 
taking into account the requirements of nature protection

Å the distribution of public investments

Å directions of development of transport and of technical infrastructure

Å areas and conditions of environment and historical heritage protection



Pilot MSP for west part of Gulf of GdaŒsk

(Interreg III B /CADSES)

Objectives

ï to test planning procedures and techniques (int. alia 4D space, the inclusion of 

sea/land & land/sea interactions),

ï to gather experience for improvements of legislation on MSP,

ï to obtain a basis for daily comprehensive and integrated management of the area 

(best available knowledge)

The first picture shows the division of the planning area into Ăwater basinsò 

(corresponding to Ăterrainsò in terrestrial planning)

The second picture shows the uses (note that different uses may be located on the 

seafloor, water column and sea surface within the same Ăbasinò, e.g. habitat 

protection, certain kinds of fishing, navigation &boating and windsurfing)
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